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Taking stock of the universe of positions and goals that 
constitutes leftist politics today, we are left with the 
disquieting suspicion that a deep commonality underlies 
the apparent variety: What exists today is built upon the 
desiccated remains of what was once possible. 

In order to make sense of the present, we find it 
necessary to disentangle the vast accumulation of posi- 
tions on the Left and to evaluate their saliency for the 
possible reconstitution of emancipatory politics in the 
present. Doing this implies a reconsideration of what is 
meant by the Left. 

Our task begins from what we see as the general 
disenchantment with the present state of progressive 
politics. We feel that this disenchantment cannot be cast 
off by sheer will, by simply "carrying on the fight,” but 
must be addressed and itself made an object of critique. 
Thus we begin with what immediately confronts us. 

The Platypus Review is motivated by its sense that the 
Left is disoriented. We seek to be a forum among a va- 
riety of tendencies and approaches on the Left— not out 
of a concern with inclusion for its own sake, but rather 
to provoke disagreement and to open shared goals as 
sites of contestation. In this way, the recriminations and 
accusations arising from political disputes of the past 
may be harnessed to the project of clarifying the object 
of leftist critique. 

The Platypus Review hopes to create and sustain a 
space for interrogating and clarifying positions and orien- 
tations currently represented on the Left, a space in which 
questions may be raised and discussions pursued that 
would not otherwise take place. As long as submissions 
exhibit a genuine commitment to this project, all kinds of 
content will be considered for publication. 
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1 The Sandernistas 

The final triumph of the 1980s 

Chris Cutrone 

2 Quebec and the future of the Canadian Left 

Samir Gandesha 

3 Back to Herbert Spencer! 

Industrial vs. militant society 

Chris Cutrone 



Submission guidelines 

Articles will typically range in length from 750-4,500 
words, but longer pieces will be considered. Please send 
article submissions and inquiries about this project to: 
review_editortdplatypus1 9 17.org. All submissions should 
conform to the Chicago Manual of Style. 



3 Horkheimer in 1943 on party and class 

Without a socialist party, there 
is no class struggle, only rackets 

Chris Cutrone 



The Platypus Review is funded by: 

The University of Chicago Student Government 
Dalhousie Student Union 
Loyola University of Chicago 

School of the Art Institute of Chicago Student Government 

The New School 

New York University 

The University of Illinois at Chicago 

The Platypus Affiliated Society 



“The statements, opinions, and ideas conveyed in this program do not 
necessarily express the position of the University of Illinois at Chicago." 
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Bujqaeoudde mou 'so8 . apt aau|s qduumui ot sueaqqnday 
apt paMoyie saauejBane Bujijjqs asoqM , .'steuaouuao 
ue6eay papea-os apt 'suatoA papapesjp jo uojieuaua6 
uapio ue >peq u;m pue ot leadde p]noo suapues 
tuauiuoujAua 800 Z _ l s °d am uj tept asuas apt osie s| 
ajaqj_ 'Aaqod ajuuouoaa uo suotupg apt jo „itaq apt ot 
Aipapjodund auaAA uoxpq pue uaAAoquasjg ubab tept pans 
sueaqqnday apt paunssaud pep qajpAA 'Atapos teaug 
s.rai pue 1 E3 Q M3 N s.aad ot >peq 6u|o6 suauuuojaj 
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tduuane ue 'sappod Atpuapj tsujeBe qse]>peq e lueauu 
sep ..uispepos uaui appAA tp6!euis— ..sispejaouq 
paBane apt to ujjot apt uj uaaq sep t| 'suapues Mt! M 
pueoq-uo uanoB sep ,,tja~| , apt paipAA ot aau6ap apj_ 

s'uopezpjqoui uatoA to suuat u| tt° 
Aed ot paatueuen6 tou si pue satepa tept Aauaaetduuoa 
e patjqipxa sep ‘atepipuea ubujoaa e se Apepadsa 
'uopeujuuou s AueniH to uapeuepa aApduunsaud apx 
■Atpenba a6euueiu uo puoaau uood e pep aAep suotupg 
ptoq tept sAe6 Aq Auouiaui apt pue uaneiAi saAiq paeig 
uuout aauatnqunt auios apdsap 'sajauantpsuoa Atpuapj 
teiaos apt ot leadde pauieimeuu Aipasoddns sep AuejijH 
,/spaeiq pue uauuoAA ptjAA uuaiqoud pa6ane ssuapues 
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eaj_ 0 L 03 3 Ml l!t un pataaia sbaa euueqo uapAA paAofua 
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se paquasap Apjapdxa aq ..uopnioAau leappod uot 
pea asopAA 'suapues sdats Aae6ai uattjq sjpt otu| 

'aaou Aapt HJAA uaqipN 
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to 6uit!unau e— paAaipae pue— papueuuap uBieduuea 
s, euueqo uopaaia apt uaye paddoup Aisnojuouuauaaun 
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s|p to uoABj u| patoA sep Atiuofeuu e aaou :pa>pei 
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pue 'sbaa euueqo sy 'atepipuea ..Atuofeuu uot 6 uipse/v\ 
apt si uupeg 'o 6 ea|po u| steuaouuaQ >|aeiq uapto pue 
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tp 6 ig/uatuao leuaqpoau e 's| tept — djpsuapeai (ouiteq 
t ou puej >)aeiq Aq (pe te j|| paanpoudau aq Aiuo pinoa 
pagduui psng paipAA ‘s[) 86 l 3L U u ! pa 6 uauua tsup 
tept |au|paeuu leanpod AaieQ uoud apt tsuie 6 e se| 
./tuofeuu uot 6 uipse/y\ piouepi,, (oBeaipo to uoAeuu 
tpaeiq tsup] apt jo aitueuu apt dunsn 01 6 u|Aut uot 
u 6 |eduuea s.Anpo paaunouap 'aauetsuj uoj 'psng 
Aqqog aApetuasaudag ieuo|ssau 6 uoQ STl ,jaL H UE d 
vpeig S 096 l uauuuot 3 I -I 1 'sanqod leuaqpoau paseq 
-..Atiunuuaioa^ Aouantpsuoa aiupta sp uuout SSEC I J°q E l 
paziue6uo .steuaouuaQ apt u|pt|AA pue to tpds e uapteu 
tnq 'souiteq pue spaeiq uaaAAtaq uo|S|A|p e Aiauauu tou 
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uopaaiaau uot u6|eduuea sip 
6uunp Aiaspaud euueqo OApeu o6ea|po apt sseuuequua 
ot Buipaas 'ZIOZ u ! suuuotau uopeanpa leuaqpoau sip 
pue lanueuug tsuieBe panuts pep tept uo|U(p suapaeax 
o6ea|po apt jo tuoddns apt pep opAA 'epueg . Anpo. 
snsap uauo|ss|uuuuoo Atunog poog 'teuaouuaQ AAopat Aq 
pa6uanepa sbaa lanueuug uupeg uoAbia| 'J1 E 1S f° fa|PO 
uauuuot s.euueqo paipAA u| 'uopaaia apiAA-Apa o6eaipo 
giOZ 3L D u ! U33S SEAA steuaouuaQ apt 6uouue tpds 1 etet 
Anepuatod sipx sAeB pue stpeiq 'ubujoaa 'sappod dnou6 
-Atpuapi ptjAA pauuaauoa asopt aue— apt 'Aneau— 
, uajuag. apt isanssj a|uuouoaa-opos ptjAA pauuaauoa 
suapto pue uoqei pazjue6uo sj „nap„ apt isuatoA patuag. 
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uapjg pue Pzep6uag paAjAuns Auemn tng tuapjsaug aq 
ot unq pappenb Anuaujuja tuapjsaug aaj/\ se aauajuadxa 
s, uapjg tept— 6ujpt auues apt panuu— pue 'uopaaia 
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'uusutuag Aqueg ajteuaouuaQ ot uoqjsoddo „tta"|„ pauajto 
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